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Kimbe‒Kandrian Missing Link mostly founded 

 

WEST NEW BRITAIN PROVINCE, 8th September, 2016 – The Kimbe–Kandrian 

Missing Link Road Project’s objective is to construct a new road in the Kandrian-

Gloucester District on the western side of New Britain Island. The project road is being 

constructed by the Department of Works’ West New Britain Provincial Office, as the 

implementing agency of the Government of Papua New Guinea, under the Plant & 

Transport Division’s Commercial Concept Projects and with technical assistance from 

the Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA). 

The project area is 125 km west of Kimbe in the vicinity of Augitni. The proposed missing 

link route is approximately 20 km in length, commences at the Aiyang Bus Stop, which 

is 15 km south from Cape Rouge, and extends south into the hinterlands of Arowe to meet 

an existing road in Moukukli. 

When complete, the project road will link the areas under Kaliai-Kove and Kandrian 

Inland local level governments, and form an corridor between the Kandrian-Gloucester 

District and the provincial economic and administrative centre in the Talasea District. The 

road connection will be part of the New Britain Highway, which is one of 16 priority 

roads that have been identified by the National Transport Strategy for improving overall 

national network integration. 
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The proposed scope of the work is as follows: 

 Clearing and grubbing of existing 15-km section from Cape Rouge to 

Aiyang Bus Stop 
Complete 

 Clearing, grubbing and stripping of top soil in the 20-km missing link 

section 

 Construction of log bridges over streams 

 Construction of subgrade formation 

Underway 

 Excavation of all material to construct the road 

 Construction and compaction of subbase layer 
Pending 

The work commenced on 22nd June, 2016, shortly after the heavy equipment landed at 

Cape Rouge and has been progressing at a rate of 3.5 km to 4 km per month. The route 

has approximately 6 km of virgin rainforest to push through before it meets the existing 

logging road in Augitni. The major economic activities in the area are logging and oil 

palm, cocoa and coconut plantations. The project road lies within a Timber Permit Area, 

so the deforestation involved is in accordance with the plan developed by the Department 

of Forestry and has been approved by the National Forest Service. The project has chosen 

the shortest route that uses existing roads in order to minimise the impact on the rainforest. 

Before construction could begin, a 

survey team led by the Project Manager 

(pictured) plotted the route with expeditions 

on foot. This groundwork was vital to 

planning, construction estimations and 

ensuring the work could proceed safely. 
 

 

Notable achievements include the 

establishment of the Cape Rouge Camp, 

with assistance from local labour, and Neru 

Base Camp. Preparation of related 

transport logistics and selection of a 

suitable landing location for ease of access 

were crucial to project feasibility. 

The majority of heavy equipment 

mobilised to site are part of the JICA fleet 

that was provided by the Government of 

Japan in April 2014. The subsequent JICA 

Project for Capacity Development on Road 

Maintenance is providing training and 

remote assistance.   

 

“Our main aim here is to open 

accessibility for our rural community to 

have access to basic services. Health and 

education services will be greatly boosted 

from this primary link.” 

 


